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 Richard Avramenko
ILS Department Chair

Dear ILS’ers, 

A serious drawback of being Chair of ILS is the     
diminished teaching load. Teaching ILS students  
is truly a high point of being at the University of 
Wisconsin and, while I continue to teach a large 
lecture class each semester, I don’t get to know 
students as normally would be the case. This time 
of year, however, our banquet provides a window 
to learn more about ILS’ers. This is especially so 
for our award winners. I would like to share a little 

about our students with you all:
 
This year, the Meiklejohn Travel Prize was awarded to two ILS’ers: Gretchen 
Poston and Katie Krause. The travel prize supports ILS students in an educa-
tion-centered travel or study abroad, taking place during the coming summer or 
academic year. Katie Krause (’20) is a junior with a double major in History and 
Political Science. Ms. Krause, armed with the wisdom she’s gleaned from her 
ILS classes, will use the travel prize while studying political science in the Czech 
Republic. Ms. Poston (’20), who will be a senior majoring in English, will use the 
award to travel to Vienna to investigate the context of her favorite author, Stefan 
Zweig.

Named for Professor Robert Pooley, the first chair of the Integrated Liberal 
Studies program (1948), the Pooley prize is given annually to outstanding ILS 
students on the basis of academic achievement, good character, and student 
leadership in the ILS program. This year the Pooley Prize was awarded to Jamie 
Quigley. Ms. Quigley majors in Legal Studies, with a certificate in ILS.  In the Pool-
ey Prize essay, she talked about her experience being a first-generation college 
student and how that motivates her to work hard and not take her education for 
granted. She plans to pursue law school once she graduates.

This year we hosted the ILS Essay Competition, which was sponsored by James 
McCaffery (ILS, ’66). Mr. McCaffery wanted to do something in the tradition of 
Alexander Meiklejohn, so we developed this question: “How might we maintain 
civility on our campus without restricting free speech?”

We received about ten, very good submissions and the awards committee was 
challenged to choose just three winners. The third place scholarship went to 
Ben Rolsma, who argued that we’re never going to have civility on campus with-
out a restoration of a classical-Christian education – which means that, at the 
same time we are teaching students organic Chemistry we also need to teach 
certain virtues, like toleration, moderation, piety, and so on.

In second place Joe McInerny’s essay invoked an old concept: “Cura Personalis,” 
or “care for the whole person.” This is the idea that one should be educated to 
care not just for oneself but for the entire community. His argument was that 
if we could resurrect this idea, we might be more civil to one another, which 
would allow us to speak freely.

In first place was Erin McGinnis. Ms. McGinnis invoked Socrates in her essay, 
arguing that providing unlimited access to credible or reliable information based 
on facts is the way to have civility and free speech. If one has actual knowledge, 
also called truth, one will have a firm basis for civil interaction. Or, as Socrates 
often claimed, knowledge is virtue. A perfect way to end the academic year…

Happy summer to all ILS’ers everywhere!

Rebecca Steck

Congratulations  
Rachel Piltser, Student 

Ambassador and Class of ‘19! Best 
of luck in your future endeavors!
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ILS Picks (our favorite media from the past semester)

In this groundbreaking work on the 
impact beaureaucracy has on a nation, 
Paper Tiger follows the attempt made 
by the government of India to institute 

federal aid programs with a lack of 
guidance from the government, and 

more from private entities. Dr. Nayanika 
Mathur has made the definitive text on 

pencil-pushing from here on out.

Donovan McBrideRachel Piltser

A less intimidating, but no less impressive 
work than Ulysses, Portrait is a semi-au-
tobiographical, captivating journey. If you 

want to tackle Ulysses but aren’t quite ready 
yet, this is a great book to get your bearings.

Jamie Quigley
 A weird but awe-inspiring 
science-fiction love story 
focused on a man named 

Jimmy, who in the future is 
the last human alive.  The 
book jumps from Jimmy’s 
past to his present, telling 

the story of his friend Crake 
and the mysterious woman 
they both loved, known as 
Oryx.   I  recommend it to 

those interested in sci-fi and 
dystopian novels.

Mike Vanden Heuvel

This invesigatory podcast 
follows two stories, one of a 
child murder in Minnesota, 
and a dealth penalty trial in 
Mississippi. Frustrating yet 

insightful, this podcast offers 
informed criticisms of local law 

enforcement.

Richard AvramenkoRebecca Steck

Downtown Pop Underground 
is a kaleidoscopic, rat’s-eye view 
of the alternative arts scene that 
evolved out of Greenwich Village  

between 1956-1976. This was 
ground zero of America’s bohemi-
an culture, and it produced a DIY 
avant-garde across film, dance, 
music and theatre - and every 
possible combination of them. 

When rents were cheap, the 
imagination soared.

If you’ve never read any Robertson Davies, 
you’re missing out. This first book of his Cornish 
Trilogy might draw you into Davies’ wonderful 

world, which includes two other masterful 
trilogies. He’s one of Canada’s greatest story-

tellers, and an all-time favorite of mine



 What exactly is in a name? As the Integrated 
Liberal Studies program marches onward in its unique 
curriculum and even more unique location, it can be often 
forgotten that what has materialized as the representation 
of ILS, the Meiklejohn House, has only been named as 
such for a short amount of time. In fact, 2019 marks the 
50th anniversary of the Meiklejohn House being the 
Meiklejohn House. While it may be obvious to some as to 
why the house has this particular namesake, a look back 
at the origins of the home of ILS may be warranted on this 
anniversary.
 The house itself is named after Alexander 
Meiklejohn, the professor who founded the Meiklejohn 
Experimental College in 1927, in the hopes of offering 
an alternative learning space where students would 
live, study, and work with each other. Meiklejohn 
structured his program around what he called the “Athens 
America” program, a series of classes and projects over 
two years with students in the College. The first year 
would see students study Greek culture, from its politics 
and philosophy to its arts and history. Following that 
first year, students spent the second researching their 
hometown, looking for parallels or notable departures 
from the foundations of Greek structure, and how that 
changed the politics of that area.
 While it was only a program on the UW campus 
for five years, Meiklejohn’s formula found subsequent 
success of a “college within a college” at places such as 
the University of California-Berkeley, Brown University, 
and Amherst College, demonstrating an interest from 
students around the country, and demonstrating staying 
power with university faculty and administration. Ideas 
like the Meiklejohn Experimental College also found their 
way into institutions like the Deep Springs College, noted 

for its small class size that lives and works together, while 
taking classes related to the history of Western thought.
 The Integrated Liberal Studies program, formally 
founded in 1948, was heavily influenced by Meiklejohn’s 
experimental college. Students would take core classes 
together related to histories in Western culture on 
Science, Religion, Art, Philosophy, History, and Politics.  
The program was not a separate college, students took  
classes from any other department, provided they took at 
least two ILS classes each semester. In addition, faculty 
were borrowed from other departments in the College of 
Letters and Science, allowing for less scrutiny from the 
University over hiring.
 Meanwhile, a three story duplex was built on the 
corner of Johnson and Charter in 1914 by Ida and Samuel 
Oakley. Over the course of the next 55 years, the house 
served as a Women’s Cooperative House, as either the 
Andersen House or the Rosemound Residence. By 1964, 
most of the living and working functions of the Women’s 
Cooperative had moved to Bayless and Davis Hall, and 
the residence could no longer support the functions of the 
Co-Op. In 1969, the University was back in control of the 
property, and looking to house (quite literally) a program.   
It was given to the Integrated Liberal Studies program in 
September of 1969, and the regents granted the name of 
the building in honor of the man who helped develop the 
radical program that inspired ILS. It was here that the 
Meiklejohn House was born.
 For the past 50 years, in spite of rumour after 
rumour that the building razed, and in spite of the 
closure of the third floor due to fire safety concerns, the 
Meiklejohn House persists as the home of ILS, hosting 
movie nights, study days, and discussion sections in the 
living room that are more comfortable than most. On the 

50 Years of Meiklejohn
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Donovan McBride



50th anniversary of a unique program 
in a unique building, it’s important to 
recognize the whirlwind history of the 
house and the program. Here’s to 50 
more, at least.
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50 Years of Meiklejohn

‘50 Years of Meiklejohn’ Photos

(Left) The Meiklejohn Experimental College, 
1927

(Top Right) Alexander Meiklejohn at 
Amherst College

(Above Left) Residents of the Anderson House

(Above Right) “The Rosemound Residence” in 
1964

(Right) The Meiklejohn House, 2016
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ILS Scholarship Award Winners

Meiklejohn Travel Award
Katie Kraus & Gretchen Poston

Pooley Prize
Jamie Quigley

Ruth Knatz Memorial Prize
Erin McGinnis

Katie Krause (‘20) majors in History and Political Science, with certificates 
in Education Policy Studies, European Studies, and ILS. On campus, Katie 
works at the Student Activity Center, and serves on the exec board for both 
Sigma Alpha Omega Sorority, as well as Phi Alpha Theta Honor Society. 

Gretchen Poston (‘20) is an English Major with certificates in ILS and 
Environmental Studies. In Fall of 2018, Gretchen was a Peer Mentor for ILS 
102, in additon to being the Features Editor on Madison’s premier student 
run food magazine, The Dish. This summer, she hopes to get an internship 
that includes writing in a professional setting.

Jamie Quigley (‘20) is a legal studies major with a certificate in ILS.  She 
currently works as an ILS Student Ambassador and as a front desk worker at 
Union South and the Chadbourne Residence Hall.  In addtion, Jamie is an 
intern with the Neighborhood Law Clinic with the UW Madison Law School, 
working to provide free legal aid and information to the people of Dane 
County, as well as around the state.  This summer, she plans to continue to 
volunteer her time at the Law Clinic while working at SOAR with ILS and at 
the residence halls.

Erin McGinnis (‘19) is a business student graduating in May 2019 with a 
Marketing Degree and an Integrated Liberal Studies Certificate. In July, Erin 
will be working in NYC at Magid, a consumer-centered business strategy and 
custom research company, in the position of Business Development Associate 
for the Global Media & Entertainment Team. The position will allow her to 
“pursue my passion for strategic thinking and research, as well as explore 
infinite opportunities to discover what makes us, as humans, tick.”



ILS Scholarship Awards Winners

1st Place: Erin McGinnis (‘20)
 Essay Title: Maintaining Campus Civility and 
Free Speech through Reliable Information 
2nd Place: Joseph McInerney (‘21)
 Essay Title: The Wisconsin Way
3rd Place: Benjamin Rolsma (‘20)
 Essay Title: Education as Formation in Virtue: 
How Traditional Liberal Arts Educations can Restore 
Civility on Campus

The winning essays can be found at:  https://ils.wisc.edu/essay/ 

The Essay competiton was made possible by a generous gift from 
Dr. James McCaffery (ILS ‘66). We are grateful to Dr. McCaffery 

for encouraging us to think independently together.
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ILS Essay Competition
For the first time in Integrated Liberal Studies history, an essay question was posed to all undergraduates at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. The essay, at approximitely 1000 words, was to respond to the following:

“How might we maintain civility on our campus without restricting free speech?”

ILS TA Award
Molly Harris & Rebecca Steck

Molly Harris is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Classical and 
Ancient Near Eastern Studies, and was a TA for ILS 203. This summer, 
Molly will spend her time at the library, both writing the final pages of 
her dissertation and welcoming incoming students to UW-Madison as 
an Academic Advisor at SOAR.

Rebecca Steck is a third year law student graduating in May, and was a 
TA for ILS 200, 205 & 206 . In September she will begin her career as an 
assistant district attorney for the city and county of Philadelphia. While 
in law school she was a clinical student for the Oxford Federal and 
Criminal Appeals Projects. During the summer of 2018 she interned at 
the Public Defender Office in Milwaukee.

Joseph McInerney

Erin McGinnis

Benjamin Rolsma
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   Mike Vanden Heuvel is 
a professor of  Interdisciplinary 
Theatre Studies at the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, with affiliations in 
both ILS and Visual Cultures. 
Mike Hinden is a professor 
Emeritus of English and 
ILS at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. Both 
are former chairs of ILS, and 
Dr. Hinden was primarily 
responsible for reviving the 
program in the 1980s. Dr. 
Hinden taught ILS 204 for 
more than 20 years.  Dr. Hinden 
brought Dr. Vanden Heuvel into ILS 
as a TA and then a faculty member. 
Beyond their first names, both share a 
passion and affinity for the history of 
ILS, the Meiklejohn House itself, and 
Western Culture from the Classics to 
the present. Recently, Dr. Hinden sat 
down for a wide-ranging conversation 
with Dr. Vanden Heuvel, discussing 
the origins of ILS through the Athens 
America program, the class they have 
both taught (ILS 204), and the future 
of the ILS program. The conversation 
has been edited for clarity and 
brevity.

Mike Vanden Heuvel: Would you 
like to begin talking about the climate 
of the humanities when ILS was first 
being established?

Mike Hinden: Well, you know, 
what was unique about the 
Meiklejohn curriculum was what 
came to be known as the “Athens 
America” curriculum, which is 
Meiklejohn’s rather idealistic notion 
that if students, young Americans, 
had a grounding in the Greek heritage 
behind western culture, they could 
carry that forth into contemporary 
study of their society and be better 
citizens and better voters. It was 
part and parcel of Jefferson’s idea 
of a democracy, that you needed 

an enlightened 
electorate for democracy to work, 
and that seems more true now than 
it ever was. 

But what Meiklejohn did that was, 
you might say, odd or unique was 
that in the first  year, the students all 
studied Greek literature, philosophy, 
history, politics, and so on. In the 
second year, they undertook a study 
of their hometown, and inquired as 
to a social and political and cultural 
institutions, as if this was a natural 
fit, to overlay American society of the 
1920’s and 30’s on the procrustean 
Greek culture. But it seemed to have 
been stimulating. And it worked 
pretty well for a time, because I think 
if you look at the sort of cultural and 
critical writings of the 20’s and 30’s, 
especially as facism rose in Europe, 
the notion that American democracy 
had its heritage in Greek democracy 
and Greek culture was a subject that 
was talked about quite frequently. 

And when the ILS program began, 
it carried over that connection to 
the Meiklejohn curriculum, with a 
foundation in Classics, among other 
subjects: there was always a Classics 
course in the ILS curriculum [what 
is now ILS 203]. And the other 
courses sort of followed. So when 
we restructured the program in my 
day, in the 1980’s, the given was that 

we’d have a Classics course, 
and that’s how the second 
semester, the course you 
now teach [ILS 204], 
developed. I know that you 
teach the course quite a bit 
differently compared to the 
way I taught it in terms of 
the curriculum.

V: It’s still based on the 
Classical model, though 
the subtitle changes from 
semester to semester. 
Currently it’s “Humanism 

to Post-Humanism.” 

H: A-ha!

V: So, at least the general structure 
of the course is still following that 
model, and we spend quite a bit of 
time developing the idea of humanism 
so that we can look at some of the 
changes and reverberations that take 
place in that concept into our own 
time. I’m interested in whether you 
think students have changed over 
this period of time, and if curricula 
can and should change in response 
to those developments?

H: I’ve thought about that over the 
years and it seems to me that the 
exceptional student has sort of an 
intentional approach to the kind of 
education he or she wants from the 
university. But, the average student 
might not know what’s important 
or what he or she has learned until 
years later. And I think, we’ve both 
had this experience, when someone 
comes back and remembers courses 
that he or she took 20 years ago that 
still sort of stick in his or her mind.

V: Certainly.

H: And, you have to cater to the 
student’s interest. But I also think, 
also, that it takes the hand of a self-
aware faculty, a collective faculty, 
a group of faculty putting together 

Mike Sits Down With Mike
Professor Mike Vanden Heuvel and Professor Emeritus Mike Hinden

(Transcibed by Donovan McBride, Edited by Donovan McBride and Dr. Vanden Heuvel)

Mike HindenMike Vanden Heuvel
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“Even though the ideal 
student doesn’t show 
up, except every now 
and then, neither does 

the ideal teacher”

a program with the idea in mind of 
what an ideal student might benefit 
the most from if he or she could take 
the sequence of courses. Even though 
the ideal student doesn’t show up, 
except every now and then, neither 
does the ideal teacher.

V: Good point. If you were to come 
back and offer a class again in ILS, 
would you make any dramatic 
changes to, for instance, ILS 204 
or any of the other courses that you 
taught?

H: Gee, that’s a very good question. 
I wouldn’t at first; I’d try to sell the 
same old product. But, based on 
feedback, if it wasn’t going over, I’d 
have to make adjustments. What I 
still think is that there’s a history 
of ideas in Western culture that 
is coherent and that makes sense, 
and that exerts influence from one 
generation to another. You know, 
tastes may change, interests may 
change… I don’t think it’s true that 
you can assume a kind of outcome of 
intellectual development in terms of 
the curriculum you offer, if what you 
offer is the most vital and challenging 
curriculum, particularly if you’re 
aiming for balance. So, what would 
I change if I came back to teach ILS 
204? I’d probably make some changes 
as we got to the modern period, but 
I’d still include Michelangelo and 
Shakespeare and other names that 
come to mind, if you’re thinking 
about some of the great figures in art 
and literature.

Speaking of ILS, I’m interested in 
the status of the Meiklejohn House, 
because for the last 50 years rumours 
have abounded that it was about to 
be razed to the ground. Are there any 
developments on that scene? 

V: We still hear occasionally about a 
future plan for a “Taj Mahal” for the 
Humanities, but so far I haven’t seen 
it developed farther than a post-it note 

on the University Master Plan map. 
If that were to come to fruition, it’s 
likely that the building could be razed. 
We maintain that sense of community 
by holding some of the classes in the 
living room of Meiklejohn, and many 
of the TA’s will sometimes use the 
Gretchen Schopff library to meet their 
students, and that helps somewhat.

H: I have fond memories of many 
a meeting in Meiklejohn House. In 
fact, it was during the year that we 
were reorganizing the program, which 
must’ve been 1981. In comes this old 
fellow with a long beard who looked 
like Santa Claus. His name was Philleo 
Nash. He had been a student in the 
experimental program, and he had 
also been the lieutenant governor of 
the state. He was a person of some 
stature. And he had come to campus 
to lobby the Dean to let the program 

continue instead of proceeding to shut 
it down. And he sat down and joined 
the meeting, and he told us who he 
was, and that was the first time I really 
heard about the connection between 
the program and the Meiklejohn 
Experimental College. It started to 
snow, and we didn’t want him to have 
to drive all the way back to Wisconsin 
Rapids on his own, so I invited him to 
come over to spend the night, and he 
came to my house, and we sat up until 
about three o’clock in the morning, 

drinking wine and listening to him 
telling stories about the Experimental 
College. I sort of joked at the time that 
it was, for me, a “laying on of hands” 
and it was at that point that I made it 
one of my priorities to correspond with 
as many of these Meiklejohn alums as 
possible, and to organize some events 
to bring them back to campus. 

V: Yeah, most of the faculty have similar 
stories about the lines of continuity in 
ILS, of which you and I have a role to 
play, since you introduced me to ILS 
when I was a graduate student.

H: Yeah, talk about the “laying on of 
hands”

V: Right, and then coming back to 
the university years later in another 
department and being invited over 
to be a member of ILS was one of 
the high points for me. And yet, so 
much has changed over the years 
in terms of the structure of the 
program, the types of students that 
come to study in ILS, the increased 
age of Meiklejohn House itself. 
What are some important lines of 
continuity that you still see in the 
program, and how might you want 
to see those projected into the 
future?

H: Well, from what I can tell 
from a distance, the program has 
been tremendously successful in 
continuing to attract the kind of 
faculty it needs, people who want to 
be there because they believe in it, 
who also believe in the importance 
of undergraduate teaching. That’s 
always been the key. I’ve always 
said that on a campus this size, 
it’s not that difficult to tap into 
enthusiasm among the right type 
of faculty, if you can locate them.

Mike Sits Down With Mike (cont.)
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